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Churches have been closed 

before in the archdiocese,  

Fr. Steven Avella notes.
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Teachers stay in continuous 

contact with students 

throughout lockdown.
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History Lesson

p  Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki 

looks out into downtown Milwaukee 

from the Cathedral of St. John 

the Evangelist as Easter bells 

ring throughout the archdiocese 

on Easter Sunday to celebrate the 

Resurrection of Christ. (Photo by 

David Bernacchi)

Driven to Connect

u  READ MORE PAGE 8

COLLEEN JURKIEWICZ
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Cathedrals are built to be filled. Their 

very purpose is to house the seat of the 

local bishop, and to gather with him 

great crowds of the faithful for worship 

and sacrifice. They are built to echo 

with the sound of many voices raised 

in prayer, in song, in joy and in lament; 

they are built to fall silent with the 

hushed prayer of a congregation bowing 

unworthily before the Lamb.

So what should we make of an empty 

cathedral, especially on the holiest week 

of the Church’s liturgical calendar? Can 

a sea of vacant seats ever be anything 

other than ominous, tragic even?

It can — when those seats are vacant 

out of obedience to Christ’s greatest 

commandment: love one another.

As he presided over the liturgies of 

the Triduum — liturgies with no 

congregation, and precious few in 

attendance — Archbishop Jerome E. 

Listecki reminded those viewing at 

Archbishop: 

Faith, Love Will 

See Us Through
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Bishop experiences Pope’s paternal

presence, pastoral church

See POWERS, Page 5

JENNY SNARSKI

CATHOLIC HERALD STAFF

JSNARSKI@CATHOLICDOS.ORG

“H
ow do you put it into 

words?” 

During an inter-

view with the Catholic Herald, 

Bishop James P. Powers was 

hard-pressed to express the 

experience of his fi rst “ad limina” 

visit to Rome.

Between October and Feb-

ruary, divided into 15 regional 

groups, every U.S. diocese has 

been or will be represented and 

reported on to Pope Francis in 

Rome. 

The visits are called “ad lim-

ina apostolorum,” or “ad lim-

ina” for short. The Latin phrase 

means “to the threshold of the 

apostles” and has “a very defi nite 

purpose,” as the Congregation 

for Bishops’ directory for the 

“ad limina” visit states: “That is, 

the strengthening of their own 

responsibility as successors the 

apostles and of their hierarchical 

communion with the successor 

of Peter.”

Not only is the visit a pilgrim-

age – a key element of the “ad 

limina” is venerating the tombs 

of the pillar apostles of Peter 

and Paul - it is also a business 

meeting of sorts, but much more 

than that. 

One of Bishop Powers’ high-

lights was “the opportunity and 

privilege,” he shared, “of visiting 

the four major basilicas” in Rome 

and renewing the profession 

of faith. The four include the 

Diocese of Superior Bishop James P. Powers and Judicial Vicar Fr. Jim Tobolski concelebrated Mass with Pope Francis in St. Peter’s Basilica on Dec. 12, the 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. That same day, they both greeted the Holy Father, who was receiving the bishops of the dioceses in Wisconsin, Illinois and 

Indiana for their “ad limina” visit. (Photo credit: Catholic News Service)
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A
fter much preparation and orienta-

tion, the three Mexican Eucharistic 

Missionaries of St. Therese nuns 

have started the fi rst of their fi ve-year mis-

sion in the Diocese of Superior.

Based in Chetek, where the sisters are 

living in the former rectory, the women 

will focus their work with the Hispanic and 

Latino communities in Barron and Rusk 

County. Across the 16 counties within the 

Diocese of Superior, information from the 

2018 U.S. Census Bureau estimated the 

percentage of Hispanics in the population to 

be at or above 2 percent. 

The highest concentration of Hispanics, 

according to the census data, exists in Ash-

land, Barron, St. Croix, Sawyer and Vilas 

counties. According to data collected yearly 

by the diocese, parishes with the highest 

number of Hispanic parishioners were 

located in Barron, Rusk, Polk and St. Croix 

counties. 

Using this data, assessing where Hispan-

ic ministry was already taking place, where 

Hispanic leadership existed in parishes 

and potential housing for the sisters, it was 

determined that Chetek presented the best 

home base. 

The Eucharistic Missionary sisters will 

focus their work with a total of 17 parishes 

comprising clusters based in Rice Lake, 

Ladysmith, Barron and Cumberland.

Local services for the Spanish-speaking 

people in those communities have been 

sparse. The longest running has been an 

outreach ministry in the Rusk County 

Catholic Community, headed by Sr. Cecilia 

Fandel, OSM. Through a handful of gather-

ings over the year, Hispanics have met at St. 

Mary’s Church in Bruce for various feasts. 

Each event includes a cultural celebration, 

some catechesis and information on immi-

gration issues and social services.

St. Anthony’s in Cumberland has groups 

that gather socially at the church, and St. 

Joseph’s in Barron is looking to rejuvenate 

their outreach to local Hispanic and Latino 

population. 

The most consistent has been a weekly 

Mass in Spanish offered by Fr. Ed Anderson 

at St. Joseph’s in Rice Lake since 2018.

Guadalupe feast marks start of Hispanic ministry

See SISTER
S, Page 3
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The letters comprise the sta-

tion identifi cation for the only 

Catholic radio station transmitting within 

the Diocese of Superior. What they stand 

for is the inspiration behind the Holy 

Family Radio Association, evangelizing 

the Chequamegon Bay area since 2007.

In early March, the transmitting 

equipment was moved to Our Lady of the 

Lake Church in Ashland, with the anten-

na now located inside the bell tower.

Taking a decade to complete, con-

struction of the bell tower at the church 

began in 1887. Just before the turn of 

the last century, the large bells started 

ringing out to announce the start of Mass 

as well as the hours of the day, and they 

have been tolling those times for more 

than 100 years. Historically, bells were also rung as 

the call to worship, the signal that the 

church’s service was about to begin. 

More than the hour is being marked 

since the radio transmitter was moved 

to the bell tower. With a new frequency 

at 95.3 FM, a slight dial turn from the 

previous 95.5, Relevant Radio’s around-

the-clock programming is available with 

a much stronger signal covering the Bay 

area. 
Under the suspension of public 

Masses, Sunday mornings have seen the 

addition of a radio broadcast of the Mass, 

“and lots of our parishioners really appre-

ciate it.” Ric Johnson said. 

Johnson is the business administrator 

for the cluster.He added that in “changing times,” the 

younger generation “prefers the Facebook 

transmission” with the added feature of 

video. Even so, the station’s signal – and 

mission – has been amplifi ed.

It was changing times – seeing a 

need for adult catechesis in a time when 

Catholics were becoming “lukewarm or 

leaving the church altogether” – that was 

behind the establishment of the station as 

reported in an October 2014 article in the 

Catholic Herald.Johnson added that WWMD has 

dreamed of being able to reach a larger 

listener base. Almost as a precursor to the bell tow-

er’s prominent new role for Holy Family 

Radio, new attention was had already 

been drawn to the structure when a tim-

er-run LED lighting system was installed 

last fall to light up the spire’s stained 

glass windows facing Highway 2.

The windows, donated many years ago 

by the Catholic Knights, have been dark 

for almost as many years. 

The parish administrator noted funds 

donated by the parish’s funeral lunch 

ladies and offer of time and expertise of 

Wire Right Electric (ran by parishioners 

Jeff Kupczyk and son Dan Kupczyk) were 

Bell tower acts as 
signal, old and new

Dcn. Clarence Campbell, who serves the fi ve-parish Catholic Communities of Ashland Clus-

ter, points to Our Lady of the Lake’s bell tower, now home to the radio transmitter for the only 

Catholic radio station transmitting from within the Diocese of Superior. Campbell, a member of 

the Catholic clergy and local radio personality, has been very involved with the Holy Family Radio 

Association since its inception. (Submitted photo) 
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More detailed information regarding 

plans for the June 15-19 virtual offering of 

Extreme Faith Camp was released by the 

Offi ce of Catholic Formation days prior to 

a fi nal Go To Meeting call with camp and 

parish catechetical leadership.

Although word had been received about 

Bishop James P. Powers’ go-ahead for 

parishes to begin offering restricted Com-

munion Services, diocesan leadership in 

discussion with the bishop decided to move 

forward with their Phase I scenario for the 

mid-June youth event.
That plan includes a 60- to 90-minute 

live-streamed virtual evening program 

for campers and their families to watch at 

home. Programming will include talks, tes-

timonies, music, dramas and prayer. Prayer 

journals will be distributed electronically, 

and physically if necessary.

These sessions will only be live-streamed 

from a single location and no direct in-per-

son ministry will take place. If, over the next 

few weeks, gatherings have been opened to 

groups of 50 rather than the current limit of 

10 people, parish leaders will be contacted 

and encouraged to hold in-person program-

ming as well. As of the date of publication, 

that scenario was still deemed unlikely.

Familiar faces like Chris Hurtubise, 

associate director of the Offi ce of Catholic 

Formation, Fr. Adam Laski, diocesan intern 

Elise Burns and others will be presenting 

the evening talks. There will be teen tes-

timonies and music will be provided by 

singer/songwriter and diocesan native Aly 

Aleigha.Hurtubise, who heads up the camps – of-

fered for middle school-aged youth by adult 

and high school student leadership – ac-

knowledged the decision would be received 

as diffi cult and disappointing. 

Addressing the numerous people at the 

parish level who have been hard at work 

coming up with variations and options, 

Hurtubise offered, “We are with you in that 

grief, but the situation quite simply is what 

it is.
“And, we are 100 percent confi dent 

that the Lord Jesus, the Good Shepherd, is 

leading us through this dark valley and is 

endeavoring to feed us and sustain us and 

Social-distanced summer events take shape

See SUMMER, Page 2

See RADIO, Page 12
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3 Escaping the Malaise

6 A Month for the Rosary

7 Walking Virtually

Students at schools across the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, including St. Sebastian 

in Milwaukee, are getting used to wearing masks in class. (Photo by Mark Frohna)
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