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Matrix provided roadmap for 

parishes to navigate pandemic.
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Capri Communities utilizes  

new air filtration system.
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Catholic Comeback
Retirement Living

p St. Dominic Parish in Brookfield 

held its Dominic Days parish 

festival July 16-18. (Photo by  

David Bernacchi)

KAREN MAHONEY

SPECIAL TO THE CATHOLIC HERALD

In a statement released Tuesday, July 

20, by Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki, 

he said Pope Francis’ recent Apostolic 

Letter regarding the use of the Latin 

Mass “will not create much change for 

the Archdiocese of Milwaukee.”

Anticipated for several months, Pope 

Francis officially issued the new motu 

proprio (papal decree issued on his own 

initiative) restricting the celebration of 

the Traditional Latin Mass, declaring 

that the liturgy of Paul VI is the “unique 

expression of the lex orandi (the law of 

praying) of the Roman Rite.”

Released July 16, “Traditionis Custodes” 

is written “in light of the experience” 

of the survey carried out by the 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the 

Faith last year, about the Traditional 

Mass (also called the “Latin Mass,” the 

“Extraordinary Form of the Roman 

Rite,” or the “Tridentine Mass”).

The Pope made numerous changes 

to the permissions granted to the 

celebration of the Traditional Latin 

Not Much Change for 

Archdiocese Regarding 

the Traditional Latin Mass
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T
wo athletes from Diocese 

of Superior parishes are 

headed to the Tokyo 

Olympics later this month. 

Both happen to be fi rst-time 

Olympians, up-and-coming 

track stars and coincidentally, 

in this year Pope Francis has 

dedicated for renewed to St. 

Joseph, their hometown par-

ishes in Rice Lake and Amery 

are both under St. Joseph’s 

patronage. 

Twenty-three-year-old 

Alicia Monson, a long-distance 

runner living and training 

professionally in Boulder, Col-

orado, graduated from Amery 

High School in 2016. Monson 

qualifi ed for the Olympics with 

a third-place fi nish and will 

compete in Tokyo running the 

10,000-meter race scheduled for 

Aug. 7.

Monson ran both cross coun-

try and track for UW-Madison, 

where she earned a degree in 

nutrition science in addition to 

her multiple athletic titles. These 

include 2019 Big Ten Indoor 

Track Athlete of the Year, 2018; 

Big Ten Cross Country Cham-

pion; a fi ve-time All-American; 

and multiple other regional and 

national honors.

Kenny Bednarek, 22, is a 

sprinter from Rice Lake. Finish-

ing fourth in the men’s 100-me-

ter dash during qualifying trials 

in Oregon, Bednarek made the 

4x100 relay team. He then qual-

ifi ed with a personal best in the 

200-meter race, fi nishing inches 

behind fellow American Noah 

Lyles, who is the reigning world 

champion in the event. 

Lyles is considered a top 

contender for the gold medal, 

as Jamaica’s legendary Usain 

Bolt (gold medalist in 2008, 

2012 and 2016) retired in 2017. 

Considering Bednarek fi nished 

only .04 seconds behind Lyles 

in qualifying – and he beat 

Canada’s Andre DeGrasse, the 

2016 Olympic silver medalist in 

the 200 meter— Bednarek is a 

defi nite medal hopeful.

The men’s 200-meter fi nal is 

scheduled for Aug. 4. 

Bednarek made headlines as 

a top-recruited sprinter when he 

graduated from Rice Lake High 

School in 2018. As a freshman at 

Indian Hills Community College 

in Ottumwa, Iowa, he broke onto 

the national scene, winning and 

setting records, which led to his 

signing as a professional athlete. 

The Monson and Bednarek 

families have known of and 

cheered for both athletes, now 

Olympic teammates, as they 

won state championships in 

their events, competing in 

overlapping years during high 

school.

Alicia’s parents, Jay and Beth 

Monson, who bought tickets to 

Oregon before they even knew 

if they would be allowed to be 

spectators in the stadium, were 

able to watch their daughter’s 

qualifying event on the 111-de-

gree day in late June. 

Mary Ann Bednarek, Kenny’s 

mom, was unable to attend the 

qualifying events at Hayward 

Field in Eugene, as she was 

recovering from emergency 

surgery and a broken leg, but the 

Monsons were in the stadium 

when he ran his 200-meter fi nal, 

which had been delayed because 

of the excessive, record-setting 

heat.
In interviews with the 

Catholic Herald, both athletes’ 

mothers noted the overwhelm-

ing number of requests for 

www.superiorcatholicherald.org
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Above: Amery native Alicia Monson (in sunglasses) qualifi ed for the 10,000-meter event at the Olympic trials in 

Eugene, Oregon, in late June. (Submitted photo)

Left: Rice Lake High School graduate Kenny Bednarek will compete in two Olympic events in Tokyo, the 200-meter 

sprint and the 4x100-meter relay. (Submitted photo)

Two Olympians from diocese head to Tokyo

See OLYMPICS, Page 5
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Kateri Tekakwitha when she 

was in grade school at St. Fran-

cis Xavier School in her hometown 

of Cross Plains. She couldn’t imag-

ine then where she fi nds herself now 

and how her path would cross with 

the Native saint.A St. Kateri shrine can be found 

on the grounds of the mission in 

Reserve, where Sr. Felissa lives with 

fellow School Sister of St. Francis 

Sr. Maryrose Theobald. The church 

and school community at St. Francis 

Solanus Mission parish hold an 

annual celebration for her feast. Sr. 

Felissa was also privileged to travel 

to Rome for the canonization of St. 

Kateri in 2012.Since 1984, Sr. Felissa has 

attended the National Tekakwitha 

Conference, and she enjoys meeting 

the same tribal members each year 

as well as new ones.
She has great appreciation for 

the Ojibwe culture and traditions 

of families and students she serves. 

She and Sr. Maryrose carry on 

the gift shop, dating back to 1900, 

which the School Sisters started 

as an outlet for the Ojibwe to sell 

their beautiful crafts, with proceeds 

helping to fund the education of 

students. Families from the reservation 

continue making beaded and hand-

Sister blessed by ‘many moons’ at Reserve school

Gabriella Grover crowns Mary with a traditional Ojibwe crown for the annual May crowning at St. Francis Solanus Mission Church in Reserve. A wig-

wam encloses the tabernacle and traditional beadwork adorns the altar in the sanctuary. (Catholic Herald photo by Jenny Snarski)

See RESERVE, Page 7
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That sums up the experience of 

Barbara Eretto, director of religious 

education at Rhinelander’s Nativity Parish. 

After hearing a homily about the impor-

tance of the domestic church while attend-

ing Mass at the La Crosse Shrine of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe last spring, Eretto began 

a prayer initiative for families. 

“As with anything, prayer leads to the 

opportunity to bring the project forward,” 

she said. During August 2020, Eretto worked with 

Nativity School principal Melanie Nycz on 

ways they could make the idea of the family 

as a domestic church come alive for their 

parish and school families. With the support 

of their pastor, Fr. Chris Kemp, a joint do-

mestic church initiative was launched and 

carried out during the school year. 

To kick off  the project, Eretto did a 

presentation for Nativity’s Catholic school 

teachers and parish catechists about the 

domestic church and its importance in fam-

ilies. Eretto was the main presenter, and the 

principal supported the project by explain-

ing how it would be handled and what was 

expected of the teachers. 
Principal and DRE together came up 

with an idea that be simple enough for fam-

ilies to follow and participate – read, refl ect 

and act.In their message for the initial launch, 

they noted Bishop James P. Powers desired 

a focus on the family as the domestic church 

for the catechetical year, along with a brief 

explanation of what that meant.

First, tying the foundation of a Christian 

family to the Eucharist, Eretto said, “When 

we partake in the Eucharistic bread, the 

Christian family becomes one body which 

shares in the wider unity of the church. 

When we share in this Body of Christ, it be-

comes a never-ending source of our mission 

as a Christian family.”
She noted that the idea of the family as 

the domestic church is not new; it is found 

in many statements and church documents, 

including the “Catechism of the Catholic 

Church” and St. Pope John Paull II’s encyc-

lical on the family, “Familiaris Consortio.”  

“The Christian home is the place where 

the children receive the fi rst proclamation 

of the faith,” Eretto quoted from paragraph 

Rhinelander school, parish team up for initiative

See DOMESTIC, Page 2
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3 Standing Up for Beliefs

5 Missionary Families

8 New Home for Chesterton

Schools in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, such as 

Holy Apostles, will celebrate Catholic Schools Week 

from Jan. 26-Feb. 1.

Go Make Disciples 

In this week’s pages on 

evangelization and catech-

esis, Bishop Hying answers 

the question “What is good-

ness?” Plus, a look at the 

Second Commandment and 

what it means to take God’s 

name “in vain”.  

 
Pages 10-11

A Christmas season Baptism 

Charlotte Marie Wirth was baptised on the vigil of the Feast of the Holy Family, Dec. 26, the day after 

Christmas, by Fr. Paul Arinze at St. John Vianney Church in Janesville. Here she is seated by the Nativity 

scene. Her parents are Jordan and Joe Wirth. (Contributed photo)

BY MARY C. UHLER 

For the Catholic Herald 

 
 First in a series on the 

75th anniversary of the Dio-

cese of Madison  

 
MADISON — In the 19th 

and 20th centuries, the 

Catholic population had been 

expanding in the southwest-

ern region of Wisconsin, 

leading to the formation of 

the Diocese of Madison in 

1946. 

Work of missionary 

priests 

The faith had grown 

thanks to the work of mis-

sionary priests, including 

Venerable Fr. Samuel Maz-

zuchelli, OP, who built 25 

churches and established 

nine schools in Wisconsin, 

Iowa, and Illinois in the 

1800s. 
He also founded the Do-

minican Sisters of the Most 

Holy Rosary of Sinsinawa. 

Their work has kept his 

legacy alive to this day. 

Father Mazzuchelli died in 

Benton in 1864 and is buried 

there. 
Another missionary who 

worked in the Diocese of 

Madison area was Fr. Adal-

bert Inama, a Norbertine 

priest from Austria. He 

served Catholics in Sauk City, 

Roxbury, Martinsville, Cross 

Plains, and Middleton areas. 

In the state capital of 

Madison, the cornerstone 

was laid for St. Raphael 

Church in 1854, and it was 

ready for use in 1862. It later 

became the cathedral church 

of the diocese. Holy Re-

deemer Church was built in 

Madison by German-speak-

ing Catholics, and the first 

Mass was celebrated there in 

1857. 
The Catholic population 

continued to expand not only 

in Madison but throughout 

the outlying areas. After 

World War II, the area expe-

rienced unprecedented 

growth. 

Formation of the  

new diocese 

The formation of a new 

diocese was under discussion 

for several years. In a decree 

dated December 22, 1945, 

Pope Pius XII established the 

Diocese of Madison. 

Growth of Catholic 

population led  

to new Diocese  

of Madison in 1946 

See 75th anniversary Page 2
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How to care for elderly people who 

are lonely this time of the year. 
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How a new podcast can help you read 

the Bible in a year.    
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